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Minutes of the Caddington Parish Council Meeting

held virtually by Zoom on 8th February 2021

Present: Parish Councillors M Tomlin (Chair), R Catford, B Fitzsimmons, J Bean, S Smith, A Goodyear, V Malone, 
A Palmer, H Palmer, Clerk M Whiting, CBC Ward Cllr K Collins, CBC Highways officer Emma Kines,6 members of public
Public participation: No items raised.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received and accepted from Parish Cllr M Russell (work commitments) & Ward Cllr Perry.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th January 2021 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
4. PROGRESS UPDATE FROM LAST MEETING 
CBC tree survey contractor submitted report on condition of trees from All Saints closed churchyard causing concern to Collingswells Close residents. Tree survey concludes there are no urgent or high priority works required and only moderate works required within 2 years. 
Treedom Treecare have removed overhanging branch on Folly Lane, invoice listed for payment authorisation.
Overgrown footpath at Luton Road has been reported to CBC highways under reference no. 348855

Personnel Committee met on 11th January and will continue to review Parish Warden duties in line with government guidelines and any concerns raised by Parish Warden. 
5. CADDINGTON WATCH & POLICE
Clerk circulated Police crime data spreadsheets link to Cllrs. 12 offences reported in January. 
Police have been given CCTV footage of vehicle crimes from New Year’s Eve and are investigating. Power is currently out on camera nearest the Chequers and repairs will be made as soon as possible. 
PCSO Laura Tuck is also aware of further incidents and been sent CCTV footage to help make investigations.

CCTV contractor James Macpherson is still waiting for delivery of new CCTV cameras and will carry out upgrades shortly.
6. CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

Ward Cllr Collins advised Local Plan Inspector’s letter had been received. The significant bit for Caddington is Bushwood has failed to be added to the Local Plan. Hope to have plan adopted this summer.
Caddington Woods are installing a defibrillator.

CBC have elected new leader Councillor Richard Wenham.
7. FLOODING
CBC Highways officer Emma Kines was in attendance but unable to participate in the meeting due to technical difficulties.
Following recent flooding in the village, the Caddington Emergency Plan group have been working with CBC Flood and highways teams. Sandbags were delivered to properties that requested them and also made available from Mancroft Road for any additional properties. Cllr Tomlin will meet with highways officers next week to discuss priority works required to the Caddington flood alleviation scheme. This will include the ancient waterway at the rear of Millfield Lane and maintenance to the culvert on Mancroft Road.
8. BRICK BUS SHELTER
CBC Customer & Service Improvement Manager Sally Wileman sent information and drawings to Clerk which were forwarded to the bus shelter working group (Parish Cllrs B Fitzsimmons, V Malone, J Bean, resident Mike Russell) Communications between the working group and Sally have been forwarded to all Councillors for information. Sally thanks the group for their ideas and assures all user groups have been taken into account. In April 2020, CBC agreed to overturn their previous decision and to retain the shelter ‘Subject to … the necessary work.. to enable it to remain at its current location.’  At point 17, the report described the work as: ‘Engineers are confident that, by inserting window(s) a minimum of 800mm wide x 800mm deep, they will improve the visibility for drivers at the junction of Chaul End Road and Luton Road. It will also improve the visibility for pedestrians.  Drivers turning left out of Chaul End Road into Luton Road will also have improved visibility of vehicles exiting from The Lodge.’

While this description is unchanged, the ‘necessary works’ have been further defined and decided by qualified professionals:  

1. Our Highway Engineering manager (Highway Custodian) concludes that maximum visibility is key and that all 4 openings need to be inserted.  I can assure you that, despite the restrictions of the pandemic, the decision is based on current information and familiarity with the road network at the site and in the vicinity. 

2. Again, despite the pandemic, the Council commissioned and paid for a structural survey of the shelter.  The surveyor’s advice is that to insert openings in any of the short side walls (as shown in drawing circulated), they must also be inserted in the rear long one. 

It would not be appropriate to discuss the matter further on site.  The decision is a technical one and not for debate I’m afraid.  I’m sure you will appreciate that my Council would not wish to counter the opinion of 2 professional advisors.
It was AGREED to wait and see what CBC will do and request a copy of any final drawings/plans prior to works.
9. ALLOTMENTS
Village Garden Services have cleared the rear ditch clearance at allotments. Allotment secretary John Dudley advised the ditch is now working extremely well with no flooding on plots during recent heavy rainfall. The end of the ditch now empties over the footpath and flows down into the pond behind 'My Folly / Scout Hut ' area. 
Treedom Treecare have cut back overhanging Folly Lane.

James Macpherson has installed free of charge CCTV & signage to deter further break-ins.
Clerk obtained 4 quotes to reduce the height of the allotment hedge on Folly Lane boundary (approx. 200m in length) to approx. 2m and also sides back to boundary as much as possible:

Village Garden Services £1350 + VAT, Warner’s of Bedford £1750 + VAT, Treedom Tree Care £2800, Ricky Tyler Landscapes £2900 + VAT.

It was AGREED to instruct Village Garden Services to carry out works at a cost of £1350 + VAT. Clerk to write to all properties on Folly Lane to advise date of works to ensure vehicles are moved and not obstructing hedgerow access.
10. TREE SURVEY
The last tree survey on parish council trees was carried out by Robert Yates, RGS Arboricultural Consultants in April 2016 and it is recommended revising every 5 years. Clerk obtained 3 tree surveyor quotes as below:

Patrick Prendergast, Bucks Plant Care £650, Robert Yates, RGS Arboricultural Consultants £825 + VAT, Wharton Natural Infrastructure Consultants £990 + VAT

It was AGREED to instruct Robert Yates, RGS Arboricultural Consultants £825 + VAT on the basis that they carried out the previous survey in 2016 which Councillors were happy with.
11. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
Clerk has sent grounds maintenance contract details to 9 contractors requesting quotes by 28th February. 

Quotes will be received and discussed at the 8th March meeting.
12. POND
Village Garden Services have installed the new brown plastic wood effect fencing round the pond area. Counciillors raised concerns that this was not a ‘like for like’ replacement as the new fence is higher and the slats closer together, making it a visual barrier to children. 

It was AGREED to request Village Garden Services to look at this and possibly remove every other slat.
Councillors were made aware a duck was being attacked by other ducks in January and some residents took it to a wildlife rescue centre in Hitchin. Clerk contacted Beds Wildlife for advice on how best to deal with such situations. They advised ducks in the pond are wild animals and will exhibit wild behaviours, including fighting, and that unless a duck is clearly injured (visible wounds) they should be left alone. Fighting is part of many animals’ lives, including ducks. Essentially want to encourage people to leave wildlife alone and let it be wild. This can conflict with feeding, but it can be managed in such a way that winter feeding is a positive activity to support the ducks through the winter (no different to bird feeders in gardens)
13. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
It was AGREED the Annual Parish Meeting will be held virtually on Zoom this year on Monday 12th April at 8pm, following the April full council meeting at 7pm. A written presentation will be provided prior to the meeting and displayed on the website for those that are unable or do not wish to attend the virtual meeting. Clerk has advertised parish council grants are available to local groups and organisations, but so far no applications have been received. Closing date is 28th February. Clerk will add Villager and Organisation of the year awards to March agenda for discussion.
14. CLERK ANNUAL LEAVE 
Working Times regulations were amended temporarily due to Covid-19 and enable employees to carry over up to 4 weeks (20 days) annual leave. Clerk has 21 days leave left until 31st March 2021.
It was AGREED Clerk can carry over the 2020/21 20 days annual left to 2021/22 annual leave allowance.
15. CORRESPONDENCE

HM Lord-Lieutenant of Bedfordshire link to Captain Sir Tom Moore virtual book of condolence – 05/02 fwd Cllrs

CBC Safer Central Strategy 2021-2024 – 4/2 fwd Cllrs
BATPC Finance training programme 2021 – 2/2 fwd Cllrs. It was Agreed Clerk & Cllr Tomlin to attend sessions 
Beds Police Survey for those who have been affected by crime in Bedfordshire – 01/02 fwd Cllrs

CBC Covid-19 testing for priority workers in Central Bedfordshire –01/02 fwd Cllrs

CBC Local Plan Inspector’s letter – 01/02 fwd Cllrs

CBC COVID-19 Bulletin January 2021 – 26/1 fwd Cllrs
CPRE Changes to Luton Airport flight path link & reminder consultation ending 5tth Feb 2021 – 25/1 fwd Cllrs

BATPC Changes to Luton Airport flight path link & reminder consultation ending 5tth Feb 2021 – 19/1 fwd Cllrs

CBC Safer Communities Team invitation to virtual drop ins – 18/1 fwd Cllrs

CBC New Leader Richard Wenham – 15/1 fwd Cllrs

Dacorum Borough Council Local Plan 2020-2038 consultation closing 28th Feb 2021 – 14/1 fwd Cllrs



16. AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
It was RESOLVED by full council to authorise the following accounts for payment. 

Clerk M Whiting to submit payments and two authorised signatories to authorise Unity Bank payments online:
	Date
	Payment
	Payable to:
	Payment Details
	 Total 

	01/02/2021
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	£        1.00

	01/02/2021
	SO
	John Dudley
	Allotments management 
	£      45.00

	01/02/2021
	SO
	James Macpherson
	CCTV service contract
	£     200.00

	25/02/2021
	DD
	O2
	PC phone 
	£      58.31

	05/02/2021
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotments  
	£      63.82

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Staff Costs
	Salaries, PAYE, Pension
	£  3,940.39

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	M Whiting
	 Expenses, allowances and reimbursements
	£       74.39

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maintenance
	£     638.62

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	Supply, install Xmas trees green & CaddWoods
	£     864.00

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	Supply & install Pond fencing
	£  2,864.68

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	Clear ditch rear of allotments
	£  1,248.00

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	10 x Gritting 28,30/12, 5,6,7,10,14,22,23,24/1
	£  1,292.88

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	Rushmore remove mats & bases, Clear pond
	£     436.80

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Treedom Tree Care
	Tree work at allotments 
	£     380.00

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Affordable Companies Ltd
	Parish Warden PPE & Office printer ink 
	£     125.88

	08/02/2021
	Transfer
	Beds Assc Town & Parish Councils
	Finance training for Clerk & Cllr Tomlin
	£     150.00


17. PLANNING 
CB/21/00185/FULL 73 Fairgreen Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4JG

Single storey side extension

No objection


CB/20/04793/FULL Sunnyside, Pipers Lane, Aley Green, Luton, LU1 4DS
Retrospective conversion and extension to garage and stables for change of use to a business premises (B1c light industry and B1a office use)

No objection. Request condition applied to state opening hours to reduce noise nuisance and business use expires once repair & maintenance of watches & clocks business ceases to trade from premises. Also request a turning area for LGV’s. 

CB/20/03940/FULL Land adjacent to Pipers Farm, Mancroft Road, Aley Green, Luton, LU1 4DR
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of two new two storey dwellings with vehicular crossover and landscaping. Change of use to residential.
OBJECT to development on Green Belt, removal of existing hedges and visibility splays at entrance.
CB/21/00235/FULL 163 Manor Road, Caddington LU1 4HJ

Proposed extension to existing dwelling and the subdivision of the building to create one new attached three bedroom house.

OBJECT on grounds of insufficient parking spaces provided and no suitable parking on highway in this location.
CB/21/00398/VOC Tipple Hill Farm, Manor Road, Caddington LU1 4DW

Removal of conditions 2 & 3 of planning permission CB/09.05022 (continued use of house and annex as property in multiple occupation) Condition 2 to the sole benefit of named personal and condition 3 for no independent residential units.

No comment
Public participation

When will Chaul End junction white lining take place and can additional white lines be put along the road?
Emma Kines, CBC highways officer has advised Ward Cllr Collins that the junction white lining is scheduled for spring when the weather improves. Ward Cllr Collins advised that any new or additional white lining requires a Traffic Management Order.

Meeting Closed at 7:55pm
4
Signed by Presiding Chairman
--------------------------------------Date 08/03/2021

